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Writing support 

DiCom provides word prediction with personalization options. This can be a boost for poor 

spellers or slow typists.  

Text-to-speech 

AMIS - DAISY format reader 

This is software used to read Digital Accessible Information System (DAISY) format books 

for blind and visually impaired learners. It is self-voicing which doesn't require screen-

reading software. 

DAISY enables navigation by audio and/or sight – see the Load2Learn video on using 

DAISY. 

Balabolka  

This fully featured text-to-speech and text to MP3 tool is free to use with pre-installed 

computer voices (eg the default Windows voices or other free or commercial voices). 

Users can adjust the text display then read aloud and save in most popular audio 

formats. Files can be split into more manageable ‘chunks’. Text can be highlighted as it is 

read, making it suitable for supporting reading skills. 

 

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/using-assistive-and-accessible-technology-in-teaching-and-learning/free-and-open-source-software
http://portableapps.com/news/2012-07-29--dicom-portable-1.1.1-released
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/using-assistive-and-accessible-technology-in-teaching-and-learning/free-and-open-source-software
http://www.daisy.org/amis/amis-daisy-2.02-daisy-3-playback-software
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fx0xsKaWeXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fx0xsKaWeXU
http://www.cross-plus-a.com/balabolka.htm
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Lingoes  

Dictionary with built-in word pronunciation. It provides contextualised examples of the use 

of the word in a sentence and can be configured to display the output in users preferred 

fonts and sizes to improve readability. 

CaptiVoice  

A text to speech tool that can be used on all PCs and on mobile devices. Files and content 

can be uploaded and read as well as web and cloud-based content. 

ATbar for Windows 

Provides easy text to speech functionality. 

Visual comfort on PCs 

Desktop Zoom :Has options to zoom an area around the mouse, create a fixed zoom 

window or zoom the entire desktop. Colours can be inverted for clarity and the original 

screen can be made transparent. 

 

ssOverlay : Creates a coloured overlay for the whole screen and T-bar provides a 

translucent coloured block you can either drag around the screen or lock to your mouse. 

Both can be downloaded as part of the MyStudyBar suite of tools from the Eduapps 

website. 

Alternatively the ATBar from Southampton university provides colour overlay functionality 

as well as text to speech. 

 

http://www.lingoes.net/
https://www.captivoice.com/
https://www.atbar.org/atbar-windows/
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/using-assistive-and-accessible-technology-in-teaching-and-learning/free-and-open-source-software
http://users.telenet.be/littlegems/MySoft/DesktopZoom/Index.html
http://www.eduapps.org/?page_id=67
http://www.eduapps.org/?page_id=67
https://www.atbar.org/
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Screenreaders Screenreaders are one of the few assistive technologies which are not 

“productivity tools for all’. Learners with deteriorating sight may need support in making 

the transition to operating a computer by audio feedback alone.  

WebbIE 

WebbIE provides a free suite of utilities designed for blind and visually impaired people to 

provide access to digital news sources such as RSS and radio, including a browser based 

in Internet Explorer which can display web page as structured text. 

WebbIE displays the text of the page in the user’s choice of font with a simple toggle 

between the text view and the original page layout. 

WebbIE helps users get familiar with the way webpages get presented via a screenreader. 

Thunder 

Thunder is a free basic screenreader available in several languages. It can navigate 

through lines and individual words with the keyboard cursor keys. 

It works well with Windows 7, Vista or XP and integrates with Microsoft Word and WebbIE. 

NVDA 

Non Visual Desktop Access (NVDA) allows blind and vision impaired people to access 

and interact with their computers by providing feedback via synthetic speech and Braille. 

NVDA is an excellent training ground for commercial screenreaders and can be run from 

a USB stick meaning it can offer independent access to computers that do not have a 

screenreader installed. 

  

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/using-assistive-and-accessible-technology-in-teaching-and-learning/free-and-open-source-software
http://www.webbie.org.uk/
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/using-assistive-and-accessible-technology-in-teaching-and-learning/free-and-open-source-software
http://www.screenreader.net/index.php?pageid=11
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/using-assistive-and-accessible-technology-in-teaching-and-learning/free-and-open-source-software
http://www.nvaccess.org/
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