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2.1 Introduction  

The audio visual aids help in instruction very much. There are wide varieties of 

instructional materials and we will discuss some of them in this unit. In the first unit we 

have discussed the meaning and concept of audio visual materials and its different types. 

We will discuss the different teaching learning material under different headings.   

2.2 Objectives  

After going through the unit you will be able to  

• Understand the types of  Instructional material 

• Describe the importance of importance of language laboratory 

• Explain how computer can be used in classroom 

• Understand the use of OHP in effective teaching 

2.3 Types of Instructional Material 

There are variety of instructional material for making learning effective. Some of the 

important instructional material are given below. 

2.3.1 Chalk Board  

There are many audio visual materials used in classroom for effective transaction of 

curriculum. Chalk board is the most common teaching aid used in class room.  The chalk 

board is a symbol of classroom and we cannot think a classroom without a chalk board. 

There is a common phrase used to represent a classroom, “ A chalk, a talk and a walk” 

This phrase denotes a common picture of a classroom. Thus it can be said that chalk 

board is an indispensable teaching aid for a teacher.  It helps the teacher to clearly convey 

the concept to the students.  There are different types of chalk boards available in the 

market. the green boards, white boards etc. Technology is advanced many fold in these 

days but still majority of classrooms in India depends mainly on black board/chalk 

boards. 
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The chalk board is most convenient teaching aid in the classroom. It also forms the most 

economical teaching aid to be used in classroom. Teacher can make the lesson interesting 

by using chalk board.  

Advantages of chalk board 

• Chalk board is very economical  

• The teacher can draw attention of students by writing the main points on black 

board. 

• The pictures can be drawn and explained easily for students 

• The teacher can use coloured chalks to focus on different points. 

• It helps to enhance motivation and interest.  

 

source : Adapted from internet 

2.3.2 Television   

Television is an effective audio visual aid used to make teaching learning process 

interesting.  The television gives us both audio and visual experience  so that learners can 

see and hear the things while using television.  Television is the most common and easy 
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to use teaching aid in classroom. Now there is a lot variety of CDs available and it can be 

used in classroom through television. 

Television can be used in all subjects for making learning interesting. It can be used for 

visualizing the poems in any languages. The accent, pronunciation drill of language can 

be  effectively done by television. In social sciences it can  be used to show different 

historical places , monument etc. Teachers can also show documentary and short films of 

educational importance to students. Movies of educational importance can be shown to 

students through television for developing different skills. It also inculcate interest to 

learn different languages of peoples and their culture  

Advantages of television 

• It helps to reduce monotony of teaching and verbal instruction  

• It caters flexibility of time and space in learning. 

• It stimulates learning 

• Provide mass education opportunities. 

 

 

source adapted from internet 
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2.3.3 Tape recorder 

Tape recorder is an effective teaching aid used in classroom. It is a sound recording 

device and it can be played back as many times using magnetic tape for storage. This 

German invention was the start of a long string of innovations that have led to present 

day magnetic tape recordings. 

The tape recorder is an electrical device used for recording sounds on tape and for 

playing back the recorded material. Tape recorder is an important teaching aid used in 

English classroom. 

The tape recorder can be used to enhance the listening skills of students. Harmer (1998, 

p. 97) stated that students need to be exposed not only to one variety of English (British 

English, for example) but also to other varieties (American English, Australian English 

etc) in today’s world. This is to equip students with the skills to communicate with people 

from other countries. 

            Winter (2011, p. 129) noted that learning to speak a language requires imitation. 

The teacher can play tapes containing suitable materials and ask students to role play the 

same situation. Students will produce the language by imitating the speaking in the tapes. 

            The teacher can record the speech of students in English language lessons. The 

teacher may then play back the recording and correct poor speech habits. The speech 

quality can be revealed efficiently by the playback. Amanda (1996, p. 201) commented 

that many students recognise their own speech deficiencies upon listening to the 

playback.     
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2.3.4 Radio  

Radio is also an effective teaching aid . It is a mass medium that can be used to educate 

numerous people. It is good in spreading message to a larger number of people to great 

distances . As it has wide coverage , and relatively low unit cost and effectiveness even 

among illiterate people,  makes radio an excellent teaching aid.  

There are many educational programmes broadcasted through radio  and it can made 

available to students in classroom . Many expert talks also delivered through radio. 

Meena ki Duniya is a common educational programme broadcasted through radio. This 

programme is meant to  educate children on issues of gender, health and social inequality. 

Radio is affordable to all types of educational institutions weather it is situated in rural or 

urban area. The cost effective nature makes it more user friendly.  It can be easily used in 

classroom  while teaching . It is very helpful in language classroom for  learning the 

accent, intonation , stress and pronunciation of words. Radio is also used to educate 

masses on issues of gender inequality, child marriages and alcoholism. It is a effective 

tool to promote girls education even among illiterate people. 

The students can practice listening skills through various programmes broadcasted 

through Radio. Many of the schools in Rural India cannot afford the expensive teaching 

aids and Radio is a boon for these schools. 
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Source : adapted from internet, Dreamstime.com  

2.3.5 Lingua phone 

 Lingua phone is just like a Gramophone. It is used to teach the children the correct way 

of pronunciation. A lingua phone can be fitted with a recording device. In that case, a 

record of correct pronunciation can be reproduced at any time for the benefit of students. 

It can also teach the students correct grammatical structure . lingua phone records are 

used for teaching poetry, correct usage of words and phrases. First of all, the teacher 

listens the recitation and  explain its points to the students. (Teachingonline, 2017). It is 

more useful than a radio. It can be used whenever desired and can be repeated if required. 

The facility of Lingua phone can be provided in schools for making the learning of 

English effective. 
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.  

Source adapted from internet ebay.com 
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Lingua phone classroom 

Source :Adapted from internet pond5.com 

2.3.6 OHP  

OHP is known as over head projector. The Webster’s New World College Dictionary 

(2010),  defined OHP as a  projector having a flat, transparent top on which a sheet   

like transparency is placed, and an overhead mirror that reflects the image on the 

transparency to a screen. 

 OHP is a device that makes large images from a flat, transparent sheet and  shows  them 

on a white screen or wall.  
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SOURCE - INSIFINDIA.COM   

SOURCE,INDIAMART.COM  

How to operate OHP 

• Place the OHP on a stable table with the objective lens facing the screen behind 

the teacher. 

• Put the cord plug into power wall socket 

• Switch on the blower first and then the bulb. 

• Place transparency on the glass top. 

• Move the objective lens and mirror assembly up and down to get the image in 

focus on the screen.  
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• Make your points on the transparency short and simple  

The advantages of using an OHP 

• OHP is very economical. It is giving a visual stimuli to students .  

• The OHP also accommodates different learning styles.  

• Reduces the time spent for writing repeatedly on Black board. 

2.3.7 COMPUTER 

In the modern era of technological explosion, computer occupies a premium position 

which helped to make learning more interesting . The advent of computer made 

revolutionary reforms in the realm of teaching learning process. It changed the role of 

teacher , the mode of learning of students, the assessment practices and in the structure  

of curricula also.  

Parts of Computer 

 Computer system is mainly a combination of two components 

• Hardware 

• Software 

Hardware  

The physical components of a computer which we can see or touch are called Hardware. 

Monitor, key board, mouse, printer, CPU Box , speaker, microphone, head phone are 

examples of Hardware. The hardware can be  divided into two types ., the  Input devices 

and Output devices.  

Input Devices 

The devices which help to give instruction to computer are called Input devices.  
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Key board, mouse, microphone are examples of Input devices. 

Output Devices 

The devices which gives us the information and results are called Output devices. 

Monitor , printer and speaker are examples of Output devices 

Software 

The software helps the hardware to function properly. 

These are information about computer and its part. Let us understand how computer helps 

in the teaching learning .  Computer helps us enormous ways in teaching learning 

process. 

21
st
 century also witnessed an explosion of knowledge in the field of information 

technology. Information and communication technology is the buzz word of this century 

where attainment of adequate knowledge and necessary skills are important factors  to make 

an individual successful in his life. The technological revolution steered changes in all 

spheres including education.  The use  of ICT in teaching and learning is essential to tap 

the inner potential of the child 

The use of computer in education started in early 1960s . New inventions  refined the 

technology and it revolutionized the transaction of content not only in the school level but 

in the higher education also. 

Computer Assisted Instruction 

CAI ,computer assisted instruction refers to the instruction through the computer. The 

computer makes the classroom interaction more interactive in nature. An abstract concept 

can be easily understood with the help of computer. Computer helps the students to 

progress at their own pace and work individually or in groups. Computers give immediate 

feedback to the students and thus motivate students to learn. 
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Use of computer in education gave many terminologies. Some of them are listed below 

� Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI) 

� Computer Assisted Learning (CAL) 

� Computer Based Education (CBE) 

� Computer Based Instruction (CBI) 

All these terminologies refers to same idea of using computer in instruction . 

Internet 

The technological explosions made infinite opportunity to utilize the internet facility. 

Internet or Interconnected network is defined as  the global system of interconnected 

computer networks that use the Internet protocol suite (TCP/IP) to link devices 

worldwide. It is a network of networks that consists of private, public, academic, 

business, and government networks of local to global scope, linked by a broad array of 

electronic, wireless, and optical networking technologies. ( Wikipedia). The internet 

offers great chance to both teachers and students. There is a lot of videos, animations and 

virtual labs etc which make learning more interesting  . 

All most all information can be easily available in internet.  Internet can be effectively 

used in classroom. The animations and videos make the abstract concept  very clear to 

students. The four important skills  of learning  language can be enhanced through 

internet. There are variety of videos available in youtube which give hands on experience 

to students. Besides these, many websites in internet is  solely for learning English.  
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2.3.8 LANGUAGE LABORATORY 

 

Learning language is totally different than studying other subjects. While learning 

any language, there are four important skills to be practiced. They are the listening skill, 

speaking skill, reading and writing skills. Among the four skills, the listening and 

speaking are most important skills and unfortunately these skills are totally neglected  in 

school in these days. In this context, the importance of language laboratory cannot be 

underestimated. The language laboratory is essential for learning any language especially 

a foreign language like English. It enhances the listening skills of students and also gives 

opportunity for leaning the accent, pronunciation. When they enhance listening skills it 

helps to develop the speaking skill also. Language laboratory consists of a lab where 

students get access to audio or audio visual materials. Students listen audio through the 

head sets provided to them. Nowadays computer assisted language labs make the things 

quite easy for the teacher. Language lab helps to understand the phonetics, accent, stress 

and intonation.  

2.4 Check your progress 

1. What is lingua phone? 
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2. How computer is used in instruction process? 

 

 

 

3. What is the importance of language laboratory? 

 

 

 

 

2.5 Let us sum up  

There are different types of instructional material used in teaching learning process. 

Chalk Board ,Television, Tape recorder, Radio, Lingua phone, OHP, Computer and 

Language Laboratory are different types teaching learning material.  

The chalk board is most convenient teaching aid in the classroom. It also forms the most 

economical teaching aid to be used in classroom. Teacher can make the lesson interesting 

by using chalk board.  

The tape recorder can be used to enhance the listening skills of students.  The teacher can 

record the speech of students in English language lessons. The teacher may then play 

back the recording and correct poor speech habits.  

Radio is also an effective teaching aid . It is a mass medium that can be used to educate 

numerous people. It is good in spreading message to a larger number of people to great 

distances . As it has wide coverage , and relatively low unit cost and effectiveness even 

among illiterate people  makes this a excellent teaching aid.  

 Lingua phone is just like a Gramophone. It is used to teach the children the correct way 

of pronunciation. A lingua phone can be fitted with a recording device. In that case, a 
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record of correct pronunciation can be reproduced at any time for the benefit of students. 

It can also teach the students correct grammatical structure 

CAI ,computer assisted instruction refers to the instruction through the computer. The 

computer makes the classroom interaction more interactive in nature. An abstract concept 

can be easily understood with the help of computer. Computer helps the students to 

progress at their own pace and work individually or in groups.  

The language laboratory is essential for learning any language especially a foreign 

language like English. It gives opportunity to students for leaning the accent, 

pronunciation and hence enhances listening skills.  
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