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UNIT 1 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL: MEANING AND IMPORTANCE, PRINCIPLES 

OF SELECTING APPROPRIATE MATERIAL 

1.1 Introduction  

1.2 Objectives 

1.3 Instructional Material : Concept and Meaning 

1.4 Significance of Instructional Material 

1.5 Principles of selecting appropriate material  

1.6 Check your progress 

1.7 Let us sum up 

1.8 References/ Further readings 

1.1 Introduction  

The importance of classroom instruction is very well understood in the quote       

“the destiny of India is being shaped in classroom”. The quote gives emphasis on the 

class room instruction and its effectiveness. It is well known that duty of teacher is not 

only to share information but also inculcate values and positive attitude among children. 

So maximizing instruction is the responsibility of teacher. For this, teachers use different 

materials during teaching learning process. These materials are called teaching learning 

material or instructional material. Now we will discuss the concept of instructional 

material more elaborately in the following paragraphs. 
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1.2 Objectives  

After going through the unit you will be able to  

• Understand the concept of Instructional material 

• Enumerate the significance of Instructional material 

• Describe the principles of selecting appropriate material 

• Explain the different steps of preparing achievement tests 

1.3 Instructional Material: Concept and Meaning 

Instructional materials are those materials which are used during the process of 

teaching for making the teaching learning process effective.  The instructional materials 

help learners to learn concept very easily and efficiently.    It makes learning a fun and 

gives real and hands on experience to students. It makes teaching more interesting , helps 

to clarify the concept very easily , brings newness in teaching and eliminates monotony.   

1.4 Significance of Instructional materials 

The significance of instructional material can be explained in the following way. 

1.4.1Clarity of concept  

The instructional material brings clarity and understanding of  the difficult concept 

to students.  

1.4.2 Variety of learning experiences 

The instructional materials give variety of experiences to learners and makes 

learning interesting. 

1.4.3 Novelty of learning experiences  

The instructional materials give novelty to learning experiences and help to make 

learning a fun. 



4 

 

1.4.4 Based on maxims of teaching 

The instructional material helps to follow the maxims of teaching .  It follows the 

principles like concrete to abstract, simple to complex , known to unknown . It also gives 

hands on experience to learners. 

1.4.5 Individual difference 

Instructional material caters to individual differences. It satisfies the needs of visual 

learners and creates interest in them.   

1.5 Principles for selecting instructional material 

 There are many principles for selecting different instructional material.  Some 

important principles are discussed here .  

1. Materials should encourage learners to apply their skills to the world beyond the 

classroom (Nunan, 1988). 

3. Materials should address the need for student centeredness (Tomlinson, 2011). 

4. Materials should be relevant to students needs and contexts (Hutchinson & 

Waters, 1987). 

5. Materials should maximise learning potential by encouraging intellectual, 

aesthetic and emotional involvement which stimulates both right- and left-brain 

activity (Tomlinson, 2011). 

Adapted from · Beatrice Segura Harvey · in Principles and frameworks  February 23, 

2015  

1.5.1.Instructional Materials should encourage learners to apply their skills to the 

world beyond the classroom 
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The instructional materials are supposed to encourage learning and stimulates the spirit of 

inquiry and thus helps the students to explore the learning beyond the classroom.  

There are wide variety of instructional materials and they are classified  differently 

by different experts.  

Edgar Dale  

 

Source: Lee, S. J., & Reeves, T. C. (2007). Edgar Dale: A significant contributor to the 

field of educational technology. Educational Technology, 47(6), 56. 

 

Edgar dale was a U.S Based educationist. He classified the audio visual materials based 

on their increasing order of complexity. He arranged the various types of audio visual 

materials in the form of a cone/pyramid. This is the famous Edgar dale’s cone of 
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experience. He first introduced this concept in a book called Audio- Visual methods in 

Teaching in 1946. He arranged all the audio –Visual material in the form of a pyramid 

from concreteness to abstractness. 

According to Edgar Dale the most effective method  for teaching learning process is at 

the bottom. As the pyramid goes up the effectiveness diminishes and least effective 

method is  at the top.  At the top most part of the pyramid is verbal symbols, it involves 

learning from information presented through verbal symbols , such as listening /learning 

from spoken or written words. In this mode of instruction learners cannot concentrate 

more time and they will feel bored easily. So here learning is not so effective. 

In visual symbols also the learners are instructed through pictures, which is more 

concrete than verbal symbols.  While we move to bottom the methods gives direct 

purposeful experience , more participation of learners and hence more retention rate. 

when we involve learners in the learning process it increases retention rate. Dale’s cone 

of experience is a tool for instructors to select among the resources and audio visual aids. 

When we go to the bottom of the pyramid , the stress is on the principle of learning by 

doing. The dramatised experience, contrived experience and direct and purposeful 

experience gives learners hands on experience and help to make learning more effective. 

1.6 Check your progress 

1. Who classified instructional material according to their order of complexity ? 

 

 

2. Describe the concept and importance of Instructional material. 

 

 

1.7 Let us sum up 
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Teacher’s relay on instructional material for effective transaction of content . There are 

different types of instructional material. The selection of appropriate material depends on 

many factors such as content to be transacted, maturation level of learners and feasibility. 

There are different principles for selecting the appropriate teaching learning material. 

Many experts classified various instructional material. Edgar dale classified the 

instructional based on their increasing order of complexity.  
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