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__________________________________________________________________ 

4.1. Introduction 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 In the previous unit we discussed about principles and maxims of teaching 

language along with teaching and learning of English as second language. The 

knowledge of principles of teaching English like principle of purpose, habit 

formation, motivation, interest, proportion, accuracy, concreteness along with this 
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principle of linking the language to day today life is of outmost importance for the 

teachers of language to help student’s learning the language easily and with 

perfection. Along with principle of teaching language, maxims of teaching helps 

language teachers to develop the basis for language learning. Teachers must be 

aware of maxims of  teaching like concrete to abstract, known to unknown, 

empirical to general, whole to part etc., so that students could be taught as per their 

cognitive development.  In the present unit we will be discussing about writing 

objectives in behavioural terms and teaching of prose, poetry, grammar, 

composition and narratives of events. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4.2. Objectives 

__________________________________________________________________ 

After going through this student will be able to: 

• Define behaviourial objectives. 

• Write objectives in behaviourial terms. 

• Know how to teach poetry with proper expressions and meanings. 

• Know the importance of teaching poetry. 

• Know how to teach prose. 

• Know the importance of teaching prose. 

• understand various methods of teaching grammar. 

• Teach students types of composition and its usage. 

• Know the way to  teach students how to narrate an events or issues 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4.3. Writing Objectives in Behavioural Terms 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Education is the process of bringing about change in an individual in a 

desired direction. It helps a child to develop his/her potentialities to the maximum 

and to bring out the best from within the child. To bring about change we teach 

them various subjects at different levels of schooling. English Language as a 

subject is included in the school curriculum from the very beginning. Before taking 

any decision about teaching English we should pose certain questions to ourselves. 
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Such as why do we teach them English? What are the goals and objectives of 

teaching English? What changes does teaching of English language bring about in 

the behaviour of the student? Let us discuss about goals and objectives. A goal is 

the ultimate target in the life which an individual tries to achieve. Goals are 

basically long-term objectives which requires long period of time to be achieved. 

Objectives are short term targets which are specific and could be achieved in a 

single day or single hour. 

The term instructional objectives are a learning outcome stated in measurable 

terms, which gives direction to the learner’s experience and becomes the basis for 

student evaluation. These are the immediate aims achieved by teaching a particular 

lesson or topic. These are the end product or outcomes of teaching a specific lesson 

or topic, achieved by the learners. Objectives may vary in several respects. They 

may be general or specific, concrete or abstract, cognitive, affective, or 

psychomotor. Cognitive objectives emphasize intellectual outcomes, such as 

knowledge, understanding, and thinking skills. Affective objectives emphasize 

feeling and emotion, such as interests, values, attitudes, appreciation, and methods 

of adjustment. Psychomotor objectives emphasize motor skills. 

Instructional objectives are best described in terms of the terminal behavior 

expected from 

the learners. Accordingly while writing instructional objectives we need to: 

1. Identify the terminal behaviour or performance and its name. 

2. Describe the important conditions under which the behaviour is expected to 

occur. 

3. Specifiy the criteria of acceptable performance i.e. desired terminal 

behaviour by describing how good a learner’s performance must be for 

being acceptable. 

Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives  

Bloom and his associates developed a taxonomic model of educational 

objectives. They adopted a division corresponding to three primary aspects of 

pupil’s growth viz. cognitive, affective and psychomotor. Within each domain they 

arranged the objectives in logical and psychological order i.e. the sequence of the 

development of mental abilities has been maintained. 

Educational objectives can be classified into: 

• Cognitive Domain   

• Affective Domain  
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• Psychomotor Domain 

The structure of the educational objectives mainly consists of two parts: 

1. Modification in the behaviour- behaviourial changes that are designated to 

the behaviour of the learner through the related instructions or learning 

experiences. 

2.  The content taught-It is the syllabus in particular and the curriculum in 

general to be covered by the related instructions. 

Bloom (1956) and his associates set up the following three domains of 

educational objectives: 

1. Cognitive Domain- This domain is concerned with the intellectual aspect of 

mental process or cognition. It is the most important aspect with respect to 

education. The different categories of instructional objectives in cognitive 

domains are: 

•••• Knowledge: This instructional objective relates to the acquisition of different 

types of information received by the learner as a part of instruction. 

Acquiring knowledge is the lowest level of cognitive instructional 

objectives. 

•••• Comprehension/Understanding: It is the result of the mental process of the 

learner which enables them to transform different forms of information 

acquired by them to a more comprehensible format. Hence this form of 

instructional objectives are considered as second higher level of cognitive 

instructional objectives. 

•••• Application: It is the third level of instructional objectives in the cognitive 

domain in which the learner applies the material that has been acquired and 

comprehended during the first two levels into new and similar situation. It 

means applying comprehended information in real life situation. It is only 

possible after the learner has acquired knowledge and comprehension. 

•••• Analysis: It is the next higher level of cognitive ability It includes 

identification of different elements included in a communication. Pupils 

should be able to identify concepts and their interrelationship in the 

statement. It will lead to establish the relationship between various 

statements in a meaningful communication. 

•••• Synthesis: It is the mental ability of the learner to integrate the acquired, 

comprehended, applied and analysed knowledge, information to 
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comprehensive whole. This ability is only possible for the learner after 

attaining lower level of instructional objectives knowledge, comprehension, 

application and analysis. It is an ability to give new shape or structure to 

statement or procedures. It has an inherent element of creativity. So, 

synthesis becomes the next higher-level cognitive objectives.  

•••• Evaluation: It is the highest level of cognitive structure. Evaluation is 

actually the judgement about a value of material and methods for a given 

purpose. By evaluation a simple piece of information is mentally processed, 

into higher order form of knowledge after internalization. It is also the most 

complex ability which involves all other abilities. 

2. Affective Domain: These are the objectives which emphasizes interests, 

likes, dislikes, feelings, behavior and attitude etc. These qualities have been 

arranged in a gradual manner. Generally, affects relate to the learner’s 

emotional expression regarding what is required. It is a fact that instructional 

objectives in the affective domain is hard to achieve and manipulate. These are 

the behavioural abilities which lead towards the formation of attitude, the 

complex and ultimate behavior norms. The objectives include the following: 

• Receiving: It is the lowest level under the affective domain towards the 

development of the attitude i.e. the ability of the individual to receive 

information. 

• Responding: It is concerned with the responses which go beyond merely 

attending to the phenomenon. Regularity in attention and motivation leads to 

responding. This ability is represented by interests. It is the tendency to 

respond to a particular situation. 

• Valuing: When an individual is able to internalise the sense of worth and 

identification of the behaviour. It is employed in its usual form, that a thing, 

phenomenon or behaviour has worth. Individual set guidelines for 

controlling their own behaviour. Take decision about the activities of the 

groups analysing and assessing the issue.  

• Organisation: As the learner successfully internalizes values, s/he encounters 

situations for which more than one value is relevant. Thus necessity arises 

for the organisation of the values into a system, determination of 

interrelationships among them and the establishment of dominant and 
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pervasive ones. Such a system is built gradually, subject to change in new 

values are incorporated. 

• Characterisation: It is the highest level in the character building or attitude 

formation of an individual. The values are imbibed and the individual has 

consistent philosophy of life. 

3. Psychomotor Domain: The functions performed by the individual is the 

result of neuro muscular coordination. With the increase in the level of 

coordination, the action becomes rapid, speedy and automatic. This domain has 

been divided as follows: 

• Imitation: It is the lowest level of psycho muscular activity. It starts as an 

impulse and may grow into an overt act with the capacity to repeat the 

performance. Though this ability is found in the early childhood years of 

individuals it is also carried to later stage to some extent. 

• Manipulation: It involves selecting of certain actions in preference to others, 

following directions and acting accordingly. Selection is important in 

manipulation. 

• Precision: It is related to the speed and refinement giving the learner the 

ability to control his or her actions in response to the requirement. It is 

related to the practice or repetition of the performances. 

• Articulation:  On attaining the ability of articulation individual will be able 

to handle many actions. This ability involves coordination in actions. 

• Naturalisation: Perfection in performance is the final level of psychomotor 

domain. On attaining perfection an individual requires minimum time for 

completing the task perfectly. The action of an individual becomes 

mechanical and without conscious planning. 

It is seen that the description of these objectives in the above said three 

major domains does not indicate way in which learning of the pupils could be 

measured. In order to measure the learning outcomes, it is necessary to write 

them in such a way that they describe the change in behavior of the learner. The 

objectives written in such forms are known as behavioural objectives. All the 

general objectives have behavioural specifications. There are various action 

words or verbs to describe the behaviour of the learner which help the teacher 

and the evaluator to decide whether learning has taken place or not. It is not 

necessary to describe the educational objectives for all subjects in all three 
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domains. Depending upon the nature of discipline the objectives are derived 

from cognitive, affective and psychomotor domain.  

List of action verbs for various domains are: 

 

Knowledge/ 

Remembering 

Comprehension/ 

Understanding 

Application/ 

Applying 

Cite Associate Apply 

Count Classify Calculate 

Define Compare Complete 

Draw Compute Demonstrate 

Duplicate Contrast Dramatize 

Identify Describe Employ 

Indicate Differentiate Examine 

List Discuss Illustrate 

Name Distinguish Interpolate 

Point Explain Locate 

Quote Estimate Operate 

Read Express Order 

Recall Extrapolate Predict 

Recite Interpret Practice 

Recognize Recommend Provide 

Record Report Relate 

Relate Restate Respond 

Repeat Review Schedule 

Select Translate Solve 

Separate Sketch Use 

State Prepare Utilize 

Summarize Prescribe 
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Knowledge/ 

Remembering 

Comprehension/ 

Understanding 

Application/ 

Applying 

Tabulate Produce 
 

Tell Propose 
 

Trace Specify 
 

Write 
  

Analysis/Analyzing Synthesis/Evaluating Evaluation/Creating 

Analyze Arrange Appraise 

Appraise Assemble Assess 

Contrast Collect Choose 

Criticize Combine Conclude 

Debate Compose Critique 

Deconstruct Construct Defend 

Detect Create Determine 

Diagram Design Dispute 

Differentiate Detect Estimate 

Distinguish Formulate Evaluate 

Experiment Generalize Grade 

Infer Generate Judge 

Inspect Improve Measure 

Inventory Integrate Rank 

Question Invent Rate 

 
Manage Recommend 

 
Organize Revise 

 
Plan Score 

 
Predict Test 

  
Verify 
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                Sourced from: [Bloom, B.S. (Ed.) (1956) Taxonomy of educational 

objectives] and [Overbaugh,  

                R. and Schutz. L. (Ed.) (2009)] 

 

Writing effective learning objectives in behavioural term: 

1. Make sure there is one measurable verb in each objective. 

2. Each objective needs one verb.  

3. Ensure that the verbs in the course level objective are at least at the highest 

Bloom’s Taxonomy as the highest lesson level objectives that support it.  

4.  Strive to keep all your learning objectives measurable, clear and concise. 

Methods of writing objectives in behavioural terms 

There are different methods to write achievable objectives as well as expected 

change in behaviour. 

There are various methods of writing objectives in behavioural terms: 

� Robert Mager’s Method 

� Robert Miller’s Method 

� NCERT/RCEM Method 

Examples of some behaviourial objectives during language teaching  

Teaching of English involves various aspects such as teaching of prose, poetry, 

grammar, composition, narratives, vocabulary etc. and these have different 

objectives. The objective in any language classroom is to get the learners to learn 

the target language and use it, which is done best when they are involved actively 

in the learning process. Behavioural objectives are content specific. It is basically 

written with reference to the lesson taught by the teacher. While writing objectives 

in behavioural term one should use the appropriate action verbs. For example: 

If teacher teaches reported speech behaviourial objectives can be written as: 

• To make student able to use reported speech in regular communication. 

• To enable the student understand the relationship between the direct and 

indirect speech. 

• To enable student classify affirmative, negative, interrogative sentences in 

the reported speech. 

If poetry is taught in a class behavioural objectives can be written as: 
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• To enable students to appreciate the poem ……... 

• To enable students to read the poem………. with correct rhyme and rhythm. 

• To enable students to understand the idea of the poem…….. 

• To communicate the pupils the exclusive message of the poem………. 

• To enable to write poem of similar kind. 

Note: ……… - name of the poem should be written. 

If essay writing is taught: 

• To make students curious about the subject of the essay. 

• To enable them to arrange the idea as in a systematic way. 

• To acquaint with the style of the essay. 

• To enable the students to think freely. 

• To get students receive knowledge. 

Similary we can write behavioural objectives according to the content taught. 
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Note: a) Write your answer in the space provided after each item. 

1. What are instructional objectives? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____ 

_____________________________________________________________

___________ 

2. Name are the domains under which Bloom has classified educational 

objectives? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4. Teaching of Prose 

  

The teaching of English prose is important for teaching the pupils, not only 

the English language, its grammar, new vocabulary and pronunciation but it is side 

by side very helpful in providing the new information and knowledge about the 



12 

 

past historical events, current happenings in the world, lives of great personalities. 

Pupils also develop keen interest in reading more and more literature and also 

acquire the capability of imagining, thinking and expressing themselves freely. 

The factors that are considered in exploiting a prose passage for teaching 

are: linguistic complexity- a simple text is more suitable for listening 

comprehension rather than a text is full of difficult words, length of the passage- 

the length of the passage should not be too long or too easy it should be suitable for 

reading a lesson, interest level-text book should have interesting stories as it is 

easily read by the students without much help, aims of teaching the particular 

passage- the teacher should have a mental plan about the purpose for which the 

passage is to be used. 

The aims of teaching prose 

The aims of teaching prose can be divided into two parts 

(1) General aims. (2) Specific aims. 

  General aims - These aims are related to the whole subject. The general aims of 

prose teaching are as below-  

• To enable the students to understand the meaning of a passage. 

• The enable the students to read the passage loudly with correct 

pronunciation, intonation, stress, articulation of voice and modulation etc. 

• To enable the students to express fluently their ideas, feelings or thoughts 

orally as well as writing. 

• To develop their power of imagination. 

• To enrich their vocabulary. 

• To enable them to enjoy reading and writing. 

• To enable them to use the punctuation marks in writing. 

• To enable the students to get ‘the knowledge contained in the passage. 

• To enable the students to understand the passage by silent reading. 

• To prepare them for world citizenship. 

• To enable the students for self-study and literature. 

Specific aims- These are decided according to the subject matter of the prose 

lessons. The specific aims according to the subject of the prose lesson may 

be as follows for different type of prose material - 

1. Specific aims for teaching Descriptive Prose   
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• To develop imaginative power of the students. 

• To develop the habit of free thinking among the students. 

• To develop their love for natural objects. 

• To develop their aesthetic sense. 

• To acquaint pupils with the style of author. 

2. Specific aims for teaching Essay  

• To make students curious about the subject of the essay. 

• To enable them to arrange the idea as in a systematic way. 

• To acquaint with the style of the essay. 

• To enable the students to think freely. 

• To get students receive knowledge. 

 

3. Specific aims for teaching Story  

• To give knowledge of some facts through the story. 

• To develop interest for story reading. 

• To gain some moral lesson as a result. 

• To give character training. 

• To enable them to compose short interesting stories. 

4. Specific aims for teaching play  

• To build their character. 

• To make them play in different way. 

• Giving them opportunities. 

• To develop self-confidence among the students. 

• To make them to play different roles. 

• To make them to speak English in the conversation style. 

5. Specific aims for teaching biography and autobiography  

• To acquaint the students with the lives of great people. 

• To show to the students the path of character building. 

• To increase their love of aspiration. 

• To inculcate in them desirable sentiments. 

• To develop taste of the students for reading biographies of famous 

persons.  

Planning a lesson for teaching of prose  
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While dealing with the prose passage there are four major steps these are: 

introduction and task setting; reading and listening; exploiting the text orally- it 

includes reproduction, limited responses, grammar awareness, scanning, dictation, 

query time, discussion and review; Finally writing and going beyond the text book- 

which includes writing and communication. 

The teacher must be careful and well prepared before hand while presenting 

the prose lesson and take the following steps: - 

1. Previous knowledge - The teacher should impart new knowledge to student by 

linking it to their previous knowledge. So he should know and assess for himself 

beforehand, how much knowledge students have gained. It facilitates the teaching 

learning process. 

2. Teaching aids - The teacher can use different material aids to make his teaching 

interesting and effective. These aids also help a teacher in creating real class-room 

situation. They motivate the students to learn with ease and enjoyment. The teacher 

may use ordinary class-room equipment, for instance-duster, chalk, black-board etc. 

He can also use other aids like- tape-recorder, T.V., radio, chart, map, model etc. 

But he must be careful while using them. 

3. Introduction/Motivation-Introduction should be very interesting and it should 

be based on the previous knowledge of learners. It should not be too short or too 

long. It should be in the very beginning of the lesson. It may be done in number of 

ways. For example: by putting questions, by narrating an interesting story, by 

showing model or chart,  by showing slides on projector, tape recorder etc. In this 

way, the teacher can make his teaching learning procedure interesting effective and 

can give a practical shape to his planning 

4. Declaration of Topic- After introduction the teacher should declare the topic. 

At this stage the learner should have clear cut objectives before him. Therefore, the 

teacher should state the aim of his teaching. 

5. Presentation -The teacher should try to present the lesson in an effective and 

interesting manner. He should try to teach the lesson in units, so that the students 

may easily understand the topic. Presentation is the main part of the lesson plan. 

So, it should be presented efficiently before pupils. The following sub-steps 

should be followed for effective presentation. 
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Model Reading/Reading loud by the teacher—it is to be done by the teacher. 

The teacher reads the passage loudly, so that the students may understand the exact 

way of reading. The teacher should himself be careful about his pronunciation, 

intonation, modulation or stress etc. while reading the passage. He should also be 

particular about his own expression. Before doing ‘model reading', the teacher 

should ask the pupils to open their books at a particular page and to look into it 

attentively and do silent reading while he reads the passage loudly. While reading, 

he should also keep a watch on the students and may hold the book in his left hand 

only. 

Model Reading/Reading loud by the students— this model reading will be done 

by students. The teacher will ask the students to read out the passage loudly. One 

student will read at one time and other students will look into their books and read 

silently along with the student reading loudly. The teacher will correct the errors of 

pronunciation. The teacher can also write these difficult words on the black-board 

and ask the students to pronounce one by one.  

Detailed exposition— the teacher is clear to the meanings of difficult words, 

phrases or idioms etc. The teacher may write the words and their meanings on the 

black-board. The teacher can adopt different methods for explaining the meanings. 

These may be:  

• The teacher can tell the meanings by showing the object, model, pictures of 

charts. 

• The teacher may take the help of pupil’s mother-tongue. 

• The teacher can explain the meaning by using those words ‘in sentences. 

• The teacher can also take the help of the words of similar meanings or 

opposite  meaning words. 

• The teacher can also draw a sketch of figure on the black-board. 

Explanation-the teacher will explain the passage in brief.  Any method of teaching 

English can be adopted by the teacher like direct method, bilingual method, 

communicative method, constructive method etc. The students will listen carefully. 

Silent reading - the teacher will ask the students to read the taught unit silently. 

The teacher must be careful that: 

• The class should be quiet and actually to silent reading. 
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• The students should be attentive and their lips should not move while doing 

silent  reading. . 

• The teacher should supervise the class carefully, by taking rounds of the 

class room. 

• The teacher should fix the time limit for silent reading. 

Evaluation - after silent reading some questions may be asked by the teacher. 

These questions should be, from the unit taught in the class. The language of the 

questions should be easy. Questions should be properly distributed among the 

students. Questions should be asked in order to know that all the students have 

followed the passage or not. The teacher may write the questions either on the 

black-board or on the roller-board. 

Home assignment - adequate home assignment must also be given. It is given to 

test whether the students have learnt the lesson and have got the idea. Home 

assignment may be given in different forms like fill in the blanks, gist of the 

passage, answer the questions etc. 

A teacher should take certain precautions while teaching prose 

• The teacher should pre-plan his lesson every day. 

• He should try to present the material in the most objective form. 

• Introduction of the lesson should be interesting. 

• Topic should be declared at correct time. 

• He should ask some intelligent students to read the passage loudly, so that 

the slow  readers may also understand how to read the passage. 

• Each day’s lesson should be made known in advance to the pupils, so that 

they should  read it at home, before it is taken up in the class room. 

• Questions should be asked on language, as well as on thoughts and ideas 

contained in  the lesson. 

• Before asking pupils to read, the teacher should explain the new vocabulary. 

Self Reflection- it is one of the important aspect of a lesson plan which each and 

every teacher after accomplishment of his/her class should go through so that the 

teacher can reflect upon the strength and weaknesses of their class. Which lead to 

further improvement of the class. 
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Check your progress 2 

Note: a) Write your answer in the space provided after each item. 

1. What are the aims of teaching prose? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

________________ 

2. What are the major steps for dealing with the prose passage? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____ 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

1.5.Teaching of Poetry 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  Musical and metrical form of language is poetry. Poetry is a thing of beauty 

of form, beauty of thought and beauty of emotions. It is intimately limited with 

life. According to Wordsworth, poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feelings. In other words we may say that poetry is beauty. It is the beauty of 

language, beauty of thought, mood or feeling. It is the most intimate expression of 

man’s spirit. Poetry is regarded as the noble thoughts and noble emotions caught in 

noble language. Its main importance in the classroom is that it brings the students 

into contact with the human nature and also with feelings and aspirations of great 

souls. It enriches their emotional life and develops the aesthetic sense among them. 

Students get pleasure through rhythm and rhyme of poetry. Hence poetry occupies 

an important place in school curriculum. 

Poetry not only contains the content, the theme, or the subject matter but 

also the way it is recited, the rhythm, the special beauty and the music, the poetic 

diction etc. Poetry conveys the poets imagination, mood and feelings through 

words as well as music. These are to be conveyed to the learners while teaching a 

poetry this is where the teaching or poetry differs from teaching of prose. The 

focus of prose lesson is more on teaching language but the aim of poetry lesson is 

appreciation or enjoyment. Teaching of poetry should be lively. 

Advantages of teaching poetry: It helps in all-round development of pupils the 

value of teaching poetry in English language course at the secondary school level 

is immense. It leads to the development of the whole personality of pupils, 

particularly the emotional, imaginative, intellectual, aesthetic and intuitive sides".  

• It enriches the experiences of the pupils. 

• It facilitates the natural aptitude for poetry in pupils. 

• It enables students to learn speech rhythm through the rhythm of poetry 

• It has cathartic value because it helps in expression and training of emotions.  

• Poetry always imparts enjoyment and pleasure to students. 
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• It introduces variety. 

• It teaches pattern of sentences because of repetition of certain patterns in a 

poem. 

Aims of teaching of poetry 

The main aim of teaching of poetry is to develop the power of appreciation of 

beauty. 

General Aims of teaching of poetry 

• To enable students to appreciate the beauty, rhyme and style of the poem. 

• To enable pupils to read aloud the poem with proper rhythm and intonation. 

• To enable students to enjoy recitation, individual or chorus of the  poem. 

• To make students understand the thought and imagination contained in the 

poem. 

• To train the emotions of students. 

• To create a love for English literature in them. 

• To create a lore for English literature in them. 

• To develop their aesthetic sense. 

 

 

Specific aim of teaching poetry 

The specific aim of teaching poetry differ from poem to poem. They depend 

largely on situation, scene, feeling and thought depicted in the poem. Each poem 

brings a special and exclusive message from the poet. The following are the 

specific aims of teaching any poem 

• To enable students to appreciate the poem namely. 

• To enable students to read this poem with correct rhyme and rhythm. 

• To enable students to understand the idea of the poem. 

• To communicate the pupils the exclusive message of the poem. 

Importance of teaching Poetry 
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Poetry is the most intimate expression of man’s spirit. It is the beauty of 

language. Musical and metrical form of language is poetry. Poetry gives pleasure, 

“poetry increases the child’s sensitiveness to beauty and helps to develop his 

imagination”.  In other words we can say the importance of teaching poetry as 

follows: 

• Poetry provides reading pleasure to children. 

• Poetry increases the power of imagination of students. 

• Poetry lays the foundation for an appreciation of the beauty of language. 

• Poetry is more memorable than prose. 

• Poetry helps in learning pattern sentences because certain patterns are 

repeated. 

• Poetry has a special appeal for the aesthetic and intuitive sides of the pupil’s 

 personality. 

• Poetry brings the students into contact with the human nature and feelings. 

• It enriches the experiences of pupils. 

• It enables students to learn speech rhythm through the rhythm of poetry. 

• Children are very fond of poetry due to its musical sounds and rhythms. 

Planning a lesson for teaching Poetry 

 There is no definite method of teaching poetry. But Mr. Ryburn says, “A 

good poem is a complete whole.”  After deciding on the content the teacher 

follows the following steps: 

1. General Aims: The main aim of teaching of poetry is to develop the power of 

appreciation of beauty. The general aims of teaching poetry are: 

• To enable students to appreciate the beauty, rhyme and style of the poem. 

• To enable pupils to read aloud the poem with proper rhythm and intonation. 

• To enable students to enjoy recitation, individual or chorus of the poem. 

• To make students understand the thought and imagination contained in the 

poem. 

• To train the emotions of students. 
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• To create a love for English literature in them. 

• To develop their aesthetic sense. 

2. Specific aims: The specific aims of teaching poetry differ from poem to poem. 

They depend largely on situation scene, feeling and thought depicted in the 

poem. Each poem brings a special and exclusive message from the poet. 

Nevertheless, the following are the specific aims of teaching any poem 

• To enable students to appreciate the specific poem taught. 

• To enable students to read this poem with correct rhyme and rhythm. 

• To enable the student to understand the idea of the poem. 

• To communicate the pupils the exclusive message of the poem. 

3. Teaching Aids -There is no need of material aids for teaching poetry. If the 

poetry is not explaining the scene clear, material aid of a picture depicting the 

scene is enough. 

4. Previous knowledge-The teacher should know the age, previous experiences 

and mental development of students. These help him in teaching the poetry and 

linking the new knowledge to the previous one. 

5. Introduction/Motivation - Before teaching the poem, the teacher should give 

an appropriate introduction to poem to arouse the interest of pupils and to create 

the proper atmosphere for the poem. Introduction differs from poem to poem. 

Thompson and Wyatt have suggested three ways of introduction: 

(i) The best method is to read a parallel poem similar in subject matter with 

the poetry to be taught. If possib1e the parallel poem should be by the same poet. 

(ii) Second method is to give the gist of poem and then ask Iwo OF three 

simple questions Oil that. 

(iii) The third method is to give the life sketch, style and characteristics of 

the poet. 

Introduction can also be done as follows  
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(i) Introduction can be done by playing sonic music. 

(ii) The teacher can ask some questions on the previous knowledge of 

students. 

(iii) If the poem to be learnt is descriptive, a picture can be shown. Two or 

three questions on picture should be asked. 

Before introducing the poem the teacher should give a short introductory 

talk either in the pupil’s mother tongue or in simple English about the background 

and the general theme of the poem. The introductory talk must have a bearing on 

the poem. 

6. Statement of aim - After making students curious to know about poem by 

introduction, the teacher should state the aim briefly in clear words. 

7. Presentation –During teaching of poetry the presentation part includes 

 Model recitation by the teacher- Students get pleasure from the poetry by its 

rhythm and musical sound. Therefore the teacher should read the poem aloud, Ii 

may be done once, twice or thrice. This recitation Of poetry by the teacher brings 

out clearly the beauty of sound and rhythm, of thought and emotion, and the 

feelings of the poet when writing it. Ryburn rightly says, “A good poem should be 

taught whole.” If, of course, it is very long, it should be divided into units. 

Loud recitation by pupils - The teacher should ask two or three students to read 

the poem just as the teacher has read. The teacher should help them in reciting it 

with effect but not check them while reading, because it mars the flow. 

Silent recitation by the pupils - Pupils should then be asked to read the poem 

silently and try to grasp the general meaning. The students should be encouraged to 

bring their language difficulties to the notice of the teacher. 

Meaning of difficult words - after the silent recitation by the pupil the difficult 

words are dealt with. The teacher asks the students to find out difficult words. the 

teacher tells their meaning one by one orally. He should not give much time to it. 
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Explanation - The teacher should explain the gist of the poem, as the meaning of 

the difficult words has been dealt with the teacher beforehand the students can 

easily understand the poem. 

8. Comprehension Questions- The purpose of such questions is to know if the 

meaning of poem is clear to students and to make certain ideas more clear. These 

questions should be simple and should not break the continuity of the poem. There 

number depends upon the length and ideas of the poem. 

9. Appreciation Questions- These questions aim to make clear the (i) beauty, (ii) 

feeling and (iii) main idea of the poem. These questions used to test : 

• Appreciation of the beauty of thoughts. 

• Appreciation of the beauty of images. 

• Appreciation of the beauty of emotions. 

• Appreciation of the beauty of style and language. 

10. Assignment- There is not much importance of assignment in poetry teaching. 

The teacher may ask the students to memorize the lines of the poem or to write, the 

gist of the poem. 

Difference between teaching of prose and poetry 

The major differences between prose and poetry as well their teachings are: 

 

Prose Poetry 

Prose appeals to the head. Poetry appeals to the heart. 

Prose is more sight than sound. 

 

Poetry is more sound than sight. 

Rhythm  is not there in prose. 

 

Poetry is not much read but sung. In 

poetry there is a peculiar rhythm 

Prose merely provides information Poetry provides delight. 

Prose is for knowledge. 

 

Poetry is a thing of beauty, language, 

thought,  mood and feeling 

The aim of teaching prose is is to 

develop language skills.  

The aim of teaching poetry is not the 

development of language skill. 
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The main aim of prose lesson is to 

enlarge the vocabulary, to explain the 

structure of sentences and to enable 

the students to grasp the ideas and 

arguments of the author. 

 

Teaching of poetry at the early stage 

aims to help the learner acquire natural 

speech rhythm 

The aim of teaching prose is is for 

language practice. 

The aim of teaching poetry is to impart 

pleasure to students by making them 

understand the thought, contents and 

feelings conveyed in poem 

Prose is’ taught for language training. Poetry is taught for appreciation of 

beauty 

 

In prose teaching exposition and 

explanation is much desirable.  

In poetry teaching it is not desirable 

 

Thus if we look on to the difference between prose and poetry there are several 

differences between them. 

 

Check your progress 3 

Note: a) Write your answer in the space provided after each item. 

1. What is the importance of teaching poetry? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

________________ 
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1.6.Teaching of Grammar 

 

English grammar has been defined in various ways by different scholars. To 

a linguist, it means “the total set of signals by which a given language expresses its 

meaning” or “the total structure of a language.” According to Prof. W. Nelson 

Francis, grammar has three different meanings. The first meaning of grammar is 

“the set of formal patterns in which the words of a language are arranged, in order 

to convey larger meanings.” It gives the pupil, the ability to speak and write 

correctly and also provides a systematic classification of all the language forms. 

The second meaning of grammar is “the branch of linguistic science, which is 

concerned with the description, analysis, and formulization of formal language 

patterns.” It enables the pupils to use properly and describe a thinking etc. in the 

language more or less unconsciously or, instinctively by the native speakers.” 

The teaching of grammar cannot be discarded since it occupies a very 

important place in the curriculum. Some people believe that there is no nexus 

between the teaching of grammar and the student’s improvement in writing of 

English. They believe that a language is learnt, not by mastering the rules, but by 

actually using it. Though, at the initial stages, it is not essential that formal 

grammar should be taught, yet at the secondary level, when students have acquired 

a good command of items of language, grammar should be taught. Formal 

grammar should be taught after the students have mastered a little bit of the 

language. In other words, we can say that in the beginning the method of teaching 

grammar should be inductive, rather than deductive. 

4.6.2. Methods of Teaching of Grammar 

The traditional method  

 The traditional method enjoyed a high place in teaching of grammar some decades 

ago. Under this method, grammar is taught with the help of a grammar book 

containing definitions, rules, exercises and examples etc. The teacher tries to make 

the rules and definitions more clear to his students by giving various examples. In 

simple words, we can say that rules and definitions and then teacher asks them to 
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solve the exercises given in the text-book on grammar. In this way the procedure in 

this method is from rules to example" 

Demerits of traditional method 

• Memorization of rules and definitions is a dull task. Therefore, students do 

not find interest in them. 

• Students may forget the rules and definitions even after memorizing them. 

• This method does not proceed from known to unknown, simple to complex 

and  particular to general. 

• Often young learners found themselves lost in the confused problems and 

examples. 

The inductive-deductive method  

There are two main ways that we tend to teach grammar: deductively and 

inductively. Both deductive and inductive teaching have their pros and cons and 

which approach we use when can depend on a number of factors, such as the 

nature of the language being taught and the preferences of the teacher and learners. 

It is, however, perhaps generally accepted that a combination of both approaches is 

best suited for the EFL classroom. These two approaches have been applied to 

grammar teaching and learning. A deductive approach involves the learners being 

given a general rule, which is then applied to specific language examples and 

through practice exercises. An inductive approach involves the learners detecting, 

or noticing, patterns and working out a ‘rule’ for themselves before they practice 

the language. 

 Inductive method is being successfully used to teach grammar. Following steps 

are followed in this method: 

 (1)  Systematic presentation of examples and illustrations-First of all the teacher 

present examples and illustrations in a systematic order. 

(2) Observation and analysis of examples-The teacher presents two. types of 

sentences and helps his students to analyze them. The teacher asks them to 
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note the change is verbs, to point out the subject, verb and predicate in the 

sentences. Then, mark the changes that they find in the second type of 

sentences. 

(3) Generalization-after the analysis of two type of sentences, the students 

themselves come to generalization. 

(4) Application of the rule.-after explaining to the students the changes in the 

second type of sentences the teacher explains the rules. 

(5) Practice in the change of voice with the help of examples-The teacher asks 

his students to change the sentences of Active Voice into Passive Voice and 

from Passive Voice to Active Voice. He provides them ample practice and 

asks them to give more examples. 

Advantages of the Inductive Deductive Method 

Following are the advantages of inductive-deductive method: 

(1)  This method is considered to be the best method for teaching grammar 

because it follows some sound educational principles.  

 (2)  Rules discovered by the pupils themselves are easily remembered by them. 

So there is no need of memorization of rules. 

(3)  It develops thinking ability among the pupils. 

(4)  It makes the learning of grammar interesting. 

(5) It keeps the pupils active. 

Disadvantages of the Inductive-Deductive Method: This method is suitable only 

at the early stage. 

The informal method - this method is very useful in the early stages when pupils 

are taught orally. It suggests the teaching of grammar not by rules but by usages. It 

advocates that by continuous practice grammar can be learnt easily. But all rules 

cannot be explained through this method. It takes much time and systematized 

knowledge of grammar cannot be provided by this method. 

Limitations of Grammar Teaching 
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• Researchers have revealed that learning the rules of language is not enough 

for acquiring  perfection. Language learning largely depends on practice and 

habit formation because it is a  matter of skill. 

• Knowledge of grammar does not help in either fluency of speech or 

articulation and  colloquial expression. 

• It never provides ideas. 

• It actually hinders the spontaneous learning of a second language. 

• The use of full analysis is a waste of time as compared to the effectiveness 

of  many other methods. 

Considerations while teaching grammar 

• The teaching of grammar should be started as soon as pupils acquire some  

  command over the language. 

• The lesson should be prepared in advance. 

• The method of teaching adopted by the teacher should be according to the 

age,  interest, ability and the general standard of knowledge of the students. 

• At the early stage, example is more important than the rule. 

• Appropriate material aids should be used wherever necessary. 

• Teacher must himself by very particular about the correct and incorrect 

forms. 

• The material at each stage should be determined by the items of language 

that  students have learnt. 

Teaching of active and passive voice 

The teacher will teach through balloon device to make his teaching interesting, 

effective and more meaningful. He draws the figures on the black-board. He can 

also draw these figures on a chart to make his task easy. 

Teachers- (Draws figures on the black-board)  

Now the teacher will ask certain question and students are encouraged to reply 

them. With the help of this method he will explain the process of changing Active 

Voice to Passive Voice and Vice-versa. 

Teacher -(Pointing towards cat) What is this? 

Students -This is cat. 

Teacher -(Pointing towards pot) What is kept in the pot? 

Student -Milk. 
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Teacher -Who drank the milk? 

Student -The cat drank the milk. 

Then he writes two sentences on the black-board and students are asked to tell the 

difference between them. 

Teacher- (Writes two sentences on the black-board). 

Teacher- (Pointing towards a student). 

What is the difference between these two sentences? 

1. The cat drank the milk. 

2. The milk was drunk by the cat. 

Student-Though both the sentences convey the same meaning, but in the first 

sentence the cat (subject) is the doer of action while in the second sentence the 

subject (the milk) is the receiver of the action. 

Check your progress 4 

Note: a) Write your answer in the space provided after each item. 

1. What are various methods of teaching grammar? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
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4.7. Teaching of Composition 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The word ‘composition’ is derived horn the word ‘compose’ which means to 

put together. So composition means putting words and sentences together to 

express one’s own ideas. It requires thinking of ideas and expressing them in the 

language. It is the expression of our thoughts, ideas, feelings and observations.  

The main purpose of teaching English is to enable our students to understand 

English when read or spoken and to express their thoughts in writing or in speech. 

The other aim of this teaching is to enable our pupils to produce original 

expression in the form of stories, books, letters to editors, reporters and so on. 

Therefore, the teaching of composition has occupied an important place. 

Pre-requisites for Teaching of Composition 

(i) Students should have a fair knowledge of English language. 

(ii) They must have sufficient ideas. 

(iii) They should have their mental development of the level that they can 

arrange ideas in a sequence. 

Types of Composition 

There are two types of composition:  

1. Oral - Guided, and Free composition. 

2. Written-  Guided, and Free composition. 

Oral Composition 

The most important aspect of teaching English is oral composition. It is the 

natural and proper preliminary to written composition at the beginning of the 

language learning. Even in higher classes its importance cannot be ignored because 

speech and not writing is the vital and essential form of learning. Through the oral 

composition our students become a1 to speak English fluently and write English 

correctly. Pupils can express their interests, feelings, ideas, needs etc. through oral 

composition. Generally in our schools, oral composition is not given the place due 

to it. But the habit of oral composition should be kept up during the whole school 

period. It becomes clear from Laurie’s remarks, “The habit of oral composition 

should be kept up during the whole school period.” It should always precede 

written composition. Composition should begin with the power of speech and 

should be oral long before it is written. — 

Aims of Oral Composition. 
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(i)  To give practice in using English language.  

(ii) To make pupils express their interests, feelings, ideas, needs and knowledge 

of English language. 

(iii) To promote a clear thinking. 

 

Importance of Oral Composition: 

(i) It helps the students for written composition. 

(ii) It develops freedom, naturalness and spontaneity of speech among the 

students. 

(iii) It creates interest among the students because they feel that (he speaking of 

English is real, vital and useful. 

(iv) Language learning through this process is simple and more economical.  

Teaching of Oral Composition 

In teaching English we aim at developing in the learner the four skills (i.e. 

listening. speaking, reading and writing). Therefore, in the primary stage students 

should be encouraged to form the habit of active and attentive listening to others. 

They should be encouraged by picture composition or by story-telling to speak 

fluently and clearly. The duty of teacher is only to help the students where they 

face difficulties. Teacher should follow the direct method. He will never use the 

mother-tongue until the child is unable to grasp the idea. Teacher will ask simple 

questions on different objects and students will answer them. Teacher should 

follow dramatization, recitation and reading. 

Gradually emphasis be given on greater fluency, consecutiveness, greater 

alertness in thought and expression. The teacher may apply question and answer 

method to make his pupils speak English without any hesitation. At the middle 

stage, the teacher can train his children in ‘oral’ composition through conversation, 

dialogue, recitation, debate and dramatization. He may arrange excursion 

programmes outside the school and ask them to give an account of their visit. He 

may select a topic from prescribed book and have discussion on it. Full freedom 

should be given to the students to give their free opinion at the time of discussion.’ 

At the High School stage, the teacher may special attention to the 

correctness of expression, logical and thoughtful presentation of the subject-matter 

and the use of idiomatic spoken English. The teacher may encourage the students 

to speak English fearlessly and also create the spirit of emulation and competition 

among them. 
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 In conclusion it may be said that in the teaching of oral composition the 

teacher should follow the direct method and structural approach. His chief aim 

should be to make the students able to speak English fluently and provide them 

good opportunity for the active use of acquired vocabulary.  

Significance of Oral Composition 

(i)  It is simple and saves time.  

(ii)  It forms the foundation for written composition 

(iii) It develops speaking ability 

(iv)  Students find it interesting 

According to Grinning, ‘Oral exercises are still the best means of getting 

good results. Writing is at best a slow and laborious process and while a boy is 

writing one sentence, he could say a dozen and so get a correspondingly greater 

practice in expressing his ideas. 

Written Composition 

Written composition is considered as an art of self-expression. It should 

follow oral composition. Written composition provides an opportunity to the pupils 

to write what they feel, wish and require. 

Aims of Written Composition 

1.  To help the pupils to write legibly, correctly and in a decent order. 

2.  To enable students to express in writing what they speak, feel, wish and 

understand. 

3.  To create attitudes of collecting the relevant materials, logical thinking, 

application and methodical presentation. 

4.  To motivate them to think about the situation provided. 

6.  To teach them how to organize his own thoughts and ideas in proper way. 

7.  To enlarge their vocabulary. 

Teaching of Written Composition 

Before going to teach written composition in the classroom the teacher 

should concentrate upon the oral work. Though at the beginning of the language 

learning much stress is laid upon oral work yet writing is more important than it at 

the middle and higher stage. It is a tool used to enable us to express what is in our 

mind and for some people is almost as important as speech. Therefore every 

teacher should know the art of teaching written composition at different stages. 

In the early stage the small children are not able to write correct sentences or 

express their own ideas in correct form. Then their muscles and hands are not 
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properly developed to write the letters by pen and paper. Therefore in this stage the 

teacher should distribute written work into (a) penmanship or simple hand-writing, 

and (b) as a form of exercise in learning the language. He should encourage his 

students to write controlled composition with the help of key points. The plan of 

written composition work in all classes should be graded, and should being 

keeping with the natural interest of the students. At the initial stage the teacher 

should not give the students hard composition on the objects out of their 

imagination. He uses pictures and asks them to write accordingly, Even one 

paragraph stories may be written by the class, one questions should be well 

distributed over the class. Loud reading by the student should be done. It provides 

a good and varied preparation for writing. The start can be made in writing. To 

start with the students may be encouraged to write letters to their parents, sisters, 

brothers, relatives, friends etc. Letter writing encourages spontaneous and natural 

self-expression. But at the high school stage written composition should be free 

and unassisted. Therefore the most important duty of the teacher in this stage is to 

give selected and planned questions from the text-book and other written materials, 

He should guide them properly and make correction of the given task. Not only 

question answer but also other written compositions such as translation, paragraph 

writing, essay, letter, precis etc. should be given to the students properly at right 

times. Stress should be laid on quality not quantity. At the time of correction the 

teacher will discuss the common errors. Written composition develops the 

originality in self-expression. 

The significance of written composition is obvious from the aims which are 

proposed to be achieved. 

Guided Composition 

Guided composition is a technique of controlling writing in language 

learning. In it students are presented with controlled situations by providing them 

with ideas, structures and vocabulary. They are given to understand fully about the 

topic of composition, its sequence and arrangement, the structure and to some 

extent the vocabulary too that will be used. Guided composition is closed-ended. In 

it the students are to follow the teacher’s suggestions or guidance and do 

composition work accordingly. 

Guided composition is not strictly controlled composition. It is an effort to 

lead the students nearer to free composition. In a controlled composition the 
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students are not given the freedom to construct sentences of their choice and their 

use of vocabulary is also strictly controlled. 

Oral or written composition are guided when: 

(i)  The topic for composition is carefully selected by the teacher. 

(ii)  The various details of the topic are given to students by the teache’ 

(iii)  The teacher also decides the procedure for the practical completion of the 

topic. 

(iv) The vocabulary and structure to be used is thought over by the teacher. 

(v)  The teacher is always ready to guide students in the - composition work. 

Guided composition can be done by the following exercises: 

(a) Substitution tables. 

(b) Transcription. 

(c) Dictation. 

(d)  Transformation of sentences. 

(e)  Composition of incomplete sentences, and 

(f) Reproduction etc. 

Merits of Guided Composition 

(i)  It paves the way for free composition. 

(ii) The teacher can correct the mistakes of students at the very beginning. 

(iii) The assistance of teacher makes composition writing for little children 

interesting. 

(iv) Guided composition also corrects grammatical mistakes. 

(v) Students learn structures too. 

Free Composition  

In free composition student is free to make use of any structure and 

vocabulary items that he likes. It is that type of composition which gives the 

student freedom to choose words, structures and ideas. However, the teacher may 

help the students in collection of ideas by giving an outline. In this way he may 

supply to students some language material also. Free composition is open ended. In 

it each student is free to express his ideas in his own language. 

Free composition should be introduced at the later stage. French correctly 

states, Free composition in which the child. has to make up his own thoughts, has 

no place in first three years of a six- or seven-year course. If it is used, it will only 

result in a large number of most discouraging mistakes. 

A free composition is one in which: 
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(i)  There are no restrictions on pupils for use of vocabulary and structure. 

(ii) There are no restrictions on the length of the composition. 

(iii)  Pupils are free to tackle the topic set for them. 

(iv)  Pupils are forced to think freely. 

To enable the students to write good composition following points may be helpful: 

(i)  The topic should be specific rather than general and related to the interest 

and experiences of the students. 

(ii)  Oral composition should precede written composition. 

(iii)  Individuality should be encouraged. 

(iv)  The best attempts should find their way in the wall magazine or printed 

magazine. 

 

 

Types of Free Composition 

There are mainly five types of free composition: Narrative, story type, reflective 

e.g. essay writing and letter-writing, Imaginative and Literary writings e.g. abstract 

writing, explanation writing etc. 

Significance of Free Composition 

(i) It helps the students at the higher stage of learning and in their later life. 

(ii)  It paves the way for logical thinking and creative work. 

(iii)  It develops translation ability, because pupils first think in the mother-tongue 

and then translate the ideas into English. 

For efficient teaching of composition the teacher should follow the 

following suggestions: 

(i)  Students must be prepared or motivated for composition writing by oral 

questioning, using pictures, reading aloud, short speeches, lectures and silent 

reading. 

(ii) The teacher should provide many good and relevant ideas such as:  

(a) Having occasional talks on interesting topics. 

(b) Reading aloud to pupils from interesting books. 

(c) Encouraging pupils to collect information in various ways. 

(d) Encouraging pupils to read more. 

(e) Having general knowledge periods once a week. 

(iii)  The teacher must remove the grammatical mistakes of the students. 

(iv)       The teacher must emphasize on clarity of ideas.  
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(v)    The subject of composition should be chosen by using the principle of 

‘utility’ and ‘interest’. It should be from their everyday life.  

 

 

 

3.6.2. Evaluating composition 

The aim of correction work is to point out the mistakes of the pupils so as to 

enable them to acquire the correct forms. The teacher’s job is not only to find out 

errors but also to offer suggestion to each student as to how he can improve his 

composition. Teacher is expected to point out not only the mistakes of language 

but also short-comings in the subject- matter as also in the way of its presentation. 

 

Check your progress 5 

Note: a) Write your answer in the space provided after each item. 

1. How many types of composition are there? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

________________ 

2. What is the significance of free composition? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4.8. Teaching to write Narratives of Events/Issues 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

Narratives consist of chain of events or issues. A narrative is a telling of 

some true or fictitious event or connected sequence of events by a narrator to the 

subject for whom it is narrated. A narrative consists of a set of events/the story 

recounted in a process of narration or discourse, in which the events are selected 

and arranged in a particular order. The category of narratives includes both the 

short accounts of events and the long historical or biographical works, diaries, 

novels, epics, short stories, and other fictional forms.  

Narrative writing is one of the three major types of written work. Narrative 

writing is described as writing that is characterized by a main character in a setting 

who engages with a problem or event in a significant way. Narrative writing 

encompasses author’s purpose, tone, voice, structure, in addition to teaching 

sentence structure, organization, and word choice. 

Writing is a process; it is not only a process but also a creative process as it 

leads to the flow of one’s thoughts and discovering them. Writing is a process 

leading to a product i.e. process of meaning making. The process involved in 

writing are planning, translating, reviewing or editing and monitoring. Planning is 

a pre writing phase. In this phase the writer decides beforehand the writing context 

i.e. purpose and audiences. The next step is translating i.e. putting thoughts into 

appropriate language. This leads to first draft of the written work. Reviewing and 

editing is regarded as the third stage which can be also called as post-writing stage. 

Between the first draft and editing there is much rethinking and reorganization. In 

this stage readers perspectives is taken into consideration and the written work is 

self assessed by the writer that whether the readers would be able to follow his/her 

ideas. The process of monitoring which is the fourth stage is in operation 

throughout the three stages. In this stage idea, mechanics, vocabulary and grammar 

are monitored while drafting. Editing and reviewing are also included in this stage.  

Writing narratives of events and issues involves three stages: introductory, 

supporting and concluding stage. The opening phase of the paragraph introduces 

the subject matter or the author’s attitude to the subject matter. The purpose of this 

stage to attract reader’s attention and motivate them to read. Supporting stage is the 

main theme of the narrative or body of the paragraph. This part is organized in 

chronological, spatial or classificatory. In chronological order the events are 

narrated in sequence. This is the most suitable order for stories, biographies and 

narratives; spatial is relating the things to size, area or position, rather than time. 
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Classificatory organization categories of items, events, facts etc. are presented.  

Concluding stage summarizes the written piece of work, essay, issues etc. 

Concluding part may incorporate anecdote, proverb, rhetorical questions etc. 

In Narration or narrative writing the development of the body or supporting 

paragraph talks about something that has happened within a definite time span. It 

relates an event, usually in a simple chronological order. In other word it tells a 

story. Haeker and Renshaw (1989,pg.175) presents the following rules for 

narrative writing:1. Put the reader on the scene immediately. 2. Select details for 

specific effect. 3. Keep the story moving. The use of dialogues and the avoidance 

of irrelevant details adds to the rhythm of the narratives. A teacher could adopt 

different types of tasks on narration: 

• Picture description activities. 

• Description of an event. 

• Discussion on issues such as social, educational etc. 

• Personal experiences. 

• Using flashback techniques. 

• Narrating a story from different points of view- i.e. is as told by different 

characters. 

• Narrating events in order: Teacher can present jumbled stories and ask 

learners to put it in right order. 

Teaching narrative writing includes 

Organization 

The basic story structure should be understood by the students to develop their own 

understanding about an event. In narrative, stories are often organized in a certain 

way, with the characters and setting introduced before the problem. Then, the plot 

progresses chronologically.  

Characters 

Characters are important part of narratives. They are the people, animals or other 

beings that that help to move the story forward. They are the one on whom the 

story is about or based. Pre writing is an important step in which characters are 

described, planned and decided how they will act in the story. 
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Plot 

The plot of the story involves a problem that the character must address or a main 

event that they need to navigate. Outlining the events and how they unfold will 

help students craft out the body of their story. 

Detail 

Narrative writing incorporates a lot of detail—adding details about the character, 

explaining a setting, describing an important object. 

Cliffhangers/ Suspense 

Narrative writers often engage readers with cliffhangers or suspenseful situations 

that leave the reader wondering: What happens next? One way to teach students 

about cliffhangers is to read books that have great ones and talk about what the 

author did to create the suspense. 

Endings 

After the problem is resolved, and the climax of the story has concluded, students 

need to wrap up the story in a satisfying way. This means bringing the memories, 

feelings, thoughts, hopes, wishes, and decisions of the main character to a close. 

Theme 

The theme is what the story is all about. It deals with the topic, subject matter and 

idea of the story. 

In early elementary school students are in the process of learning about the 

writing process. Teacher should teach them about narrative through loud reading of 

both fiction and nonfiction. Help students organize their narratives with 

chronologically and outline important events. Micro lessons on story introduction, 

endings and adding details in the story could be taught. 

In upper elementary school and beyond, students should know how to write 

a narrative. In this stage, they learn how to strengthen their narratives with 

evidence and also learn advanced narrative skills, like how to tell stories from 

different view points. 

When a narrative is fiction it’s, well knitted.  Nonfiction stories (or personal 

narratives) are stories that are from real life. The same writing techniques used in 

fiction are used in personal narrative; the main difference is that students can only 

write about actual incidences. 

Thus for developing the language skills among students narrative writing is 

helpful. Through proper guidance and strategies students can learn effective 

writing of narratives. 
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Check your progress 6 

Note: a) Write your answer in the space provided after each item. 

1. What do you understand by narratives? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

______________________ 

2. What are different tasks which a teacher could provide while teaching 

narratives? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4.9. Check your progress  

__________________________________________________________________ 

1. Taking any topic of prose write its objectives in behavioural terms. 

2. What do you understand by action verb? Write five action verbs for writing 

behavioural objectives in each domain. 
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3. How is poetry different from prose? 

4. What are the basic steps involved in planning a lesson for poetry? How it is 

different from prose lesson plan? 

5. How inductive-deductive method of teaching grammar differs from 

traditional method of teaching grammar? 

6. Explain free and written composition briefly. 

7. What do you understand by narratives and narratives of events? 

8. Explain the importance of narrative writing. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4.10. Let us sum up   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In this unit we discussed about the writing of objectives in behavioural 

terms. Blooms taxonomy of educational objectives has been discussed elaborately 

along with the use of action verbs in writing behavioural objectives. Teaching of 

prose, poetry, grammar, composition, narratives of events etc. Objective of 

teaching poetry is development of appreciation among students. It basically deals 

with the rhythm and recitation. Aims and objectives of teaching prose has been 

discussed along with its lesson plan steps. Composition and its types along with its 

use in language learning has been discussed. Various methods of teaching 

grammar has been dealt with. Writing of narratives for an event or issues has been 

discussed. What are various steps of writing narratives and how it can be made 

effective has been discussed in the unit. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4.11. Answer/clues to answers of check your progress  

__________________________________________________________________ 

Check your progress 1 

Ans 1- The term instructional objectives are a learning outcome stated in 

measurable terms, which gives direction to the learner’s experience and 

becomes the basis for student evaluation. These are the immediate aims 

achieved by teaching a particular lesson or topic. These are the end product or 

outcomes of teaching a specific lesson or topic, achieved by the learners. 

Objectives may vary in several respects. Check your progress 2 
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Ans 2- Educational objectives are classified into three domains i.e. cognitive 

domain, affective domain and psychomotor domain. 

Check your progress 2 

1. These aims are related to the whole subject. The general aims of prose teaching 

are as below-  

• To enable the students to understand the meaning of a passage. 

• The enable the students to read the passage loudly with correct 

pronunciation, intonation, stress, articulation of voice and modulation etc. 

• To enable the students to express fluently their ideas, feelings or thoughts 

orally as well as writing. 

• To develop their power of imagination. 

• To enrich their vocabulary. 

• To enable them to enjoy reading and writing. 

• To enable them to use the punctuation marks in writing. 

 

2. While dealing with the prose passage there are four major steps these are: 

introduction and task setting; reading and listening; exploiting the text 

orally- it includes reproduction, limited responses, grammar awareness, 

scanning, dictation, query time, discussion and review; Finally writing and 

going beyond the text book- which includes writing and communication. 

Check your progress 3 

Ans 1. Importance of teaching poetry are: 

• Poetry provides reading pleasure to children. 

• Poetry increases the power of imagination of students. 

• Poetry lays the foundation for an appreciation of the beauty of language. 

• Poetry is more memorable than prose. 

• Poetry helps in learning pattern sentences because certain patterns are 

repeated. 

• It enriches the experiences of pupils. 

Check your progress 4 
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Ans 1. Methods of teaching grammar are-traditional methods, inductive-deductive 

method, informal method. 

Check your progress 5 

Ans1. There are two types of composition:  

1. Oral - Guided, and Free composition. 

2. Written-  Guided, and Free composition. 

Ans 2. Significance of Free Composition are: 

(i) It helps the students at the higher stage of learning and in their later life. 

(ii)  It paves the way for logical thinking and creative work. 

(iii)  It develops translation ability, because pupils first think in the mother-tongue 

and then translate the ideas into English. 

Check your progress 6 

Ans 1. Narratives consist of chain of events. A narrative is a telling of some true or 

fictitious event or connected sequence of events, recounted by a narrator (one who 

narrates) to a narratee (the subject for whom it is narrated). 

Ans 2. . Different tasks teacher could adopt while teaching narratives are: 

• Picture description activities. 

• Description of an event. 

• Discussion on issues such as social, educational etc. 

• Personal experiences. 

• Using flashback techniques. 

• Narrating a story from different points of view- i.e. is as told by different 

characters. 

• Narrating events in order: Teacher can present jumbled stories and ask 

learners to put it in right order. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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